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NATIONAL RESEARCH COUNCIL - SOLICITING OF PROPOSALS FOR THE SUPPORT 
OF UNIVERSITY RESEARCH IN NATIONAL PROBLEM AREAS 


Dr. O'Brien recently received a letter from the National Research 
Council of Canada advising that it had received a special increase 
in its budget. This increase was to be used in part to develop 
specific mechanisms for promoting University research in areas of 
Canadian interest. Funds amounting to $2.4 million have been re- 
served by NRC for this purpose from the 1977-78 budget for grants 
and scholarships. A special subcommittee has been created to con- 
sider and to make recommendations on action to be taken in the 
present fiscal year and to recommend on longer term policies in 
this area. 


The National Research Council of Canada clearly recognizes that the 
value of any eventual contribution by universities in national problem 
areas will depend ultimately on the universities themselves and on the 
individual university researchers. 


NRC has stated that the listing of areas of national concern for the 
purpose of providing special grants for related university research 
is at best a hazardous task. Such a list should not only reflect 
the importance of the areas to the nation, but should also reflect 
the potential for positive contributions to be made in the designated 
areas through scientific research in general and, in particular, 
through research of a type that can appropriately be carried out nie! 
a university. Any listing will of necessity have a certain degree 
of arbitrariness and will be subject to change with time. However, 
to initiate a program of support in the current year, NRC decided 
that a limited number of areas had to be designated. Thus for this 
year, proposals will be accepted for consideration in the following 
three broad areas of research: 


ENERGY 
ENVIRONMENTAL TOXICOLOGY 
OCEANOGRAPHY 


NRC has not established at this time any a priori priorities within 
the three broad areas given above. It is expected, however, that 
priorities within these areas will be suggested by the university 
research community. 


NATIONAL RESEARCH COUNCIL - SOLICITING OF PROPOSALS FOR THE SUPPORT 
OF UNIVERSITY RESEARCH IN NATIONAL PROBLEM AREAS (Cont'd) 


NRC has invited the Universities to submit specific proposals which 
will be of value in the further development of this present initiative. 


Below is a summary of the details concerning the submission of pro- 
posals for support: 


1. Initially support will be limited to those researchers 
already in receipt of NRC grants. The objective in 
this first year is to provide support for a limited 
number of NRC's most competent grantees, individually 
or as members of groups, to initiate or to accelerate 
substantial projects or programs in the three broad 
areas identified above. 


2. Proposals should be submitted by OCTOBER 15, 1977, with 
a second deadline of MAY 1, 1978. 


3. The aim of this additional funding is to enable university 
researchers to make a greater contribution than hitherto 
towards the solution of problems of national concern. 

This contribution may be through the performance of 
specific applied research projects having potential for 
relatively short-term benefits or it may be through more 
basic research activities designed to develop knowledge 
in areas of potential importance. 


4. In the early stage of this program, NRC will be using the 
funds mostly for short-term support. However, some funds 
will be available for long-term commitments. 


5. Recognizing that it takes time and resources to develop 
good proposals, especially for large group projects and 
for projects involving contributions from a broad range 
of disciplines, they would be pleased to consider requests 
for feasibility and design study grants to assist universi- 
ties in this regard. 


6. The use of grant funds from these proposals will follow 
the same rules as for other NRC grants. 


7. Proposals should be submitted using the regular application 
forms. It will be important in the application to state 
the relevant area of research. 


Any further information regarding application procedures will be avail- 
able from the Research Office. 


BIOSAFETY COMMITTEE ESTABLISHED AT NRC 


A recent note from the National Research Council indicated that they 
have approved the Medical Research Council of Canada's "Guidelines 
for the Handling of Recombinant DNA Molecules and Animal Viruses and 
Cells". These Guidelines prescribe safety measures to be used in 
carrying out research with biological agents which may be hazardous 
to the health of the community at large and, obviously, of the re- 
searchers performing the experiments. 


BIOSAFETY COMMITTEE ESTABLISHED AT NRC (Cont'd) 


The NRC Committee on grants and scholarships has established a 
Biosafety Subcommittee with the mandate to advise it on policy 
and on revisions to the Guidelines. NRC, in turn, has asked that 
Universities: 


(a) Establish a Biosafety Committee in 
accordance with the Guidelines covering 
research supported by all Federal Grant- 
ing Agencies; and 


(b) That failure to comply with the Guidelines 
could lead to withdrawal of NRC support 
from the investigator, his Department, or 
even his University. 


In view of the above action by NRC, faculty members contemplating 
research in this area, should contact this office for the necessary 
steps and directives to be taken. 


The establishment of a Biosafety Committee at Concordia is presently 
under consideration and further details will be made available. 


Should you require further information or a copy of the Guidelines, 
please contact this office. 


CANADA COUNCIL AID TO LEARNED JOURNALS 


This is to inform you that Canada Council has made some changes 
regarding their program of Aid to Learned Journals. Anyone wishing 
to have a copy of the following documents may contact this office: 


1. Aid to Learned Journals in the Humanities and Social 
Sciences June 1976. This is the Council's official 
statement of policy. 


2. The program of Aid to Learned Journals June 1976. This 
document explains the revised procedures for adjudica- 
tion and determination of grants. 


In May 1977, Canada Council made modifications on the supplementary 
allowance. The following kinds of supplementary assistance will be 
available to Journals as of December 1977: 


(a) Travel of the editorial board and the 
editor. 


(b) Translation services. 


(c) General administrative expenses. 
Should you require further details, please contact this office. 
INTER-UNIVERSITY COUNCIL ON ACADEMIC EXCHANGES 
In my Newsletter (Volume IV No. 7), I asked faculty members to provide 


me with information regarding any formal or informal agreements with 
the Soviet Union or other East European Countries. 


INTER-UNIVERSITY COUNCIL ON ACADEMIC EXCHANGES (Cont'd) 


The information received from the various Canadian Universities has 
now been compiled into a report by the Paterson Centre at Carleton 
University. This report consists of a detailed listing of the 
visitors to Carleton under the Exchange Agreement with Leningrad 

and Hungary. Should any faculty member be interested in having one 
of these visitors come to Concordia, we must inform Carleton Univer- 
sity as quickly as possible, as they are presently arranging for the 
travel of these scholars within Canada. 


A copy of the report and list is available for consultation in this 
office. 


SHASTRI INDO-CANADIAN INSTITUTE - DEADLINE DATE CHANGE 


The deadline for research grants and fellowships in Humanities and 
Social Sciences for study in India offered by the Shastri Indo- 
Canadian Institute is OCTOBER 10, 1977. The application forms and 
further data will be available from this office at the end of August. 
Should you require information, please contact the Research Office. 


E.W.R. STEACIE MEMORIAL FELLOWSHIPS 


NRC awards this fellowship annually to a very outstanding and promis- 
ing young scientist whose career development could be vitally enhanced 
by relieving him of teaching or other duties and permitting him to de- 
vote all of his time and energy to research. This fellowship is avail- 
able for research in the fields supported by the National Research 
Council of Canada and two fellowships will be awarded each year. The 
recipients will receive their normal University salary which will be 
paid by NRC and they will be eligible to apply for and to hold NRC 
grants-in-aid of research. The award is for one year only and must 

be held at a Canadian University (or affiliated research institution). 
Although there are no restrictions as to nationality or citizenship, 
candidates should not have reached their 38th birthday by the last day 
of application, September 1, 1977. Candidates may not apply on their 
own initiative. 


Nominations are invited from Heads of Departments in Canadian univer- 
sities, with the concurrence of the university Rector. Only one can- 
didate should be nominated from a given department of a given univer- 
sity. Deadline for receipt of nominations by NRC is SEPREMBERS Oc47//777 
1977. Department Chairmen or Faculty Deans in Science and Engineering 
should have the nominations completed as early as possible. 


Audrey J. Williams, 
University Research Officer. 
AJW/1b 


